
The Whole World Is WaTchIng
LICADHO Canada (LC) is a small multi-national team working in close 
cooperation with LICADHO (Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense 
of Human Rights) and alongside communities, unions, and other grassroots 
groups on the front-lines of peace and justice movements.

Women, monks and nGos under attack
September - November 2014

The Cambodian authorities have yet again resorted to an arrest and 
detention strategy to maintain control of the growing people’s movement 
and critique against the government. In contrast, not a single authority 
under the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) has been charged over the 
numerous abuses and unlawful violence ordered against demonstrators and 
civilians since January 2014.  

As the ruling party continues to misuse the courts as a political weapon to 
silence any form of dissent, this further proves the lack of an independent 
judiciary in Cambodia.

arrested, convicted and sentenced in 24h

On November 10, seven female community representatives from Boeung 
Kak Lake (BKL) were arrested and detained while protesting against 
deliberate drainage problems around the former lake. The women, five of 
whom were previously convicted in 2012 for non-violent activism, had 
gathered peacefully outside Phnom Penh city hall to highlight the flooding 
problems in Boeung Kak community. They placed a bed frame on the street 
to highlight that their beds were under water. 

The following day, all seven BKL representatives were quickly convicted 
with obstructing public traffic and sentenced to one year in prison along 
with a 2 million Cambodian Riel ($500) fine per person. The sentence of 
one year was the maximum sentence allowed by law. 

While the seven BKL representatives were being tried, convicted and 
sentenced in just a matter of hours at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court, three 
additional land rights activists were arrested and detained for obstructing 
a public official with aggravating circumstances. The three land activists 
were convicted on November 12, receiving the same one-year sentence 
and fine of $500 as the seven BKL community representatives sentenced 
on November 10. 

From left: Song Sreyleap, Kong Chantha, Phan Chhunreth, Po Chorvy, Tep Vanny, Nget Khun, Nong Sreng. From BKL.
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attacks on Buddhism

A number of monks have also been arrested and defrocked. Venerable Seung 
Hai from Samaki Rainsy Pagoda was violently arrested on November 11 as 
he was leaving the Phnom Penh Municipal Court during the trial of the 
seven female BKL community representatives. He too was convicted for 
obstructing a public official with aggravating circumstances and sentenced 
to one year in prison and faces additional charges 

Two other monks, Khet Vannak and Thach Sang were arrested and defrocked 
on November 12 at Samaki Rainsy Pagoda and charged with joining a 
‘criminal association’. Khet Vannak and Thach Sang remain in pre-trial 
detention in Prey Sar’s CC1 prison. 

Samaki Rainsey Pagoda is famous for housing and supporting provincial 
land communities in their struggles against landgrabbing and injustice. 

veneraBle loun sovath

Venerable Loun Sovath, also known as the multi-media monk, is one of 
LC’s most unique and inspirational partners. Since early 2010 Venerable 
Sovath and LC have worked side by side on the land grabbing case of his 
community in Chi Kreng, Siem Reap, where relatives and other villagers 
were shot and arrested in 2009. Over the past years, LC has been a crucial 
part of raising Venerable Sovath’s profile and keeping him safe from arrest 
through the use of protective accompaniment. Despite having tremendous 
international support and being an award winning human rights defender, 
Venerable Sovath was summonsed to appear before Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on November 25, 2014 in a flawed and protracted judicial process that 
clearly aimed to silence him. 

Over 400 people turned out in support of Venerable Sovath’s trial. Supporters 
included monks and representatives from local and provincial communities, 
and representatives from United Nations Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR), international non-governmental organisations 
and several embassies.
 
In summary of the case against Venerable Sovath, the Prosecutor stated 
that there had been some ‘confusion’ and the case against Venerable Sovath 
had several errors in the case file. The President of the Judges’ Panel then 
declared that a separate case file for Venerable Sovath had, unbeknownst 
to all the parties involved, actually been issued over two years ago on 
November 5, 2012. As of the writing of this newsletter, the status of the case 
file and the nature of the charges against Venerable Sovath remain unclear 
as the defence lawyers have not yet been granted access to the new case file. 

Venerable Sovath walked out of the courthouse just after 10am and received 
a powerful welcome by his supporters. Together they marched through the 
city and back to Venerable Sovath’s pagoda.Venerable Loun Sovath arrives at 

Samaki Rainsy Pagoda together with his 
supporters on November 25.

Venerable Loun Sovath stands at the door 
to Phnom Penh Municipal Court, waiting 
for his trial to start, November 25. 
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nGo harassment

On three separate incidences during September and October, Cambodian 
authorities harassed and/or detained Equitable Cambodia’s (EC) staff 
while they attempted to conduct research in Oddar Meanchey province. 
The land conflicts in Oddar Meanchey revolve around three economic land 
concessions that were granted to controversial sugar plantations, believed 
to be owned in whole or partly by Thai sugar giant Mitr Phol. These land 
concessions have resulted in evictions, arrests, destruction of villages, and 
violent abuses. 

During the most recent incident on October 11, EC staff were transporting 
villagers back from a local office where they had been conducting 
interviews, when authorities stopped their car at a ‘routine roadblock’ 
on a back road. EC’s car and the villagers inside were prevented from 
proceeding forward citing lack of insurance documents in the car despite 
the vehicle containing an NGO-issued license plate. No other cars were 
stopped until one EC staff member pointed out that a routine roadblock 
needs to stop all cars, not just NGO cars. After continued harassment and 
negotiation between the parties, one staff member from EC attempted to 
digitally document the lack of ‘routine’ at the roadblock, resulting in one 
police official punching him in his stomach after failing to rip the camera 
off from around the staff member’s neck. The staff member had to spend 
three hours at the provincial police station before he could return to Phnom 
Penh. 

Since September, it is clear that authorities continue to use irregularities 
to protect their own interests in Oddar Meanchey, including obstruction, 
harassment, intimidation, and assaults. The aforementioned misconduct 
appears to have been motivated by a will to obstruct information gathering 
regarding communities affected by the sugar plantations.

Report co-written by Equitable Cambodia looking at impact of sugar plantations, released in 2013.

The above photo (by LICADHO) was 
taken during the October 2009 forced 
evictions inside the Mitr Pol Sugar’s land 
concession.

State-involved land conflicts investigated 
by LICADHO. Since 2000 more than 
half a million people have been affected 
by land conflicts in Cambodia. 
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You can help too!

Educate yourself and others about the human rights situation in Cambodia 
via Twitter, Facebook and LICADHO/LICADHO Canada websites.

Become a LICADHO Canada advocate, be an online social activist, sign 
petitions, join campaigns, or become a Human Rights Defenders Apparel 

Distributor. Your actions will support and protect Cambodian activists 
and their communities. 

Donate today to protect and defend Cambodian human rights defenders 
and their communities. LICADHO Canada is in constant need of funding 

support to address the increasing number of emergencies arising from 
Cambodia’s current political and human rights crisis.

For more information: contact@licadhocanada.com

the WaGe struGGle continues – #Weneed177

In September a new minimum wage campaign demanding $177/month for 
garment workers kicked off. The campaign “WeNeed177” commenced in 
the presence of military soldiers, helicopters, and artillery units stationed 
along Veng Sreng road and inside Canadia Industrial Park where unions 
had prepared to launch the campaign. The same morning, two CCAWDU 
federation members were arrested but released later that day. Campaigns 
and actions have taken place in Cambodia and major cities around the 
world where protestors have gathered outside the stores of brands who are 
sourcing their products from Cambodia. 

A decision on the new minimum wage was supposed to be announced on 
October 10 but as no consensus was reached, the decision was postponed. 
On November 12, the Labour Ministry Advisory Group took a vote on the 
new minimum wage, which has been set at $128 and will take effect in 
January 2015. Several unions are greatly dissatisfied with the government’s 
decision and are now planning their next action in the continuing garment 
workers’ struggle for a sustainable minimum wage. The brands sourcing 
from Cambodia’s factories, including Gap, H&M, and Puma, have returned 
to their usual silent stance.

Inside a Gap store in Hong Kong. 
Courtesy of Facebook. 

Outside a Zara store in Sydney. Courtesy 
of Facebook. 

Launch of the #WeNeed177 campaign, at Veng Sreng road. 
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